
AARC HOLDS ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
 
The Albemarle Amateur Radio Club held its annual Awards Dinner on December 13, 
2016, at the Doubletree Hotel. Forty members and guests convened at about six o’clock 
for dinner and conversation. AARC President Ed N3US called the meeting to order at 
seven. 
 
Ed N3US presented a summary of the AARC’s accomplishments for 2016. He 
highlighted: 
 

1. Club members participated in 4 public service events 
2. Our VEs closed out 2016 with four VE sessions, which served 25 candidates, with 

21 earning new or upgraded licenses. 
3. A very successful FD operation, with coverage by two local television stations. 

We surpassed the scores of 85% of all other 3F entries.  
4. In order to recruit youth into the ranks of ham radio we: 

a. Participated in the 2016 Jamboree on the Air 
b. Staffed a table at the Monticello High School Maker Faire in March 
c. Staffed a table on ham radio at the Barnes and Noble Maker Faire in 

November 
5. During 2016, by far, we spent most of our repeater maintenance time and energy 

chasing our tails on Marshall Manor problems!   
In addition, we: 

a. Swapped the location of the 146.760 and 146.925 repeaters in an attempt 
to resolve ongoing noise issues at the Marshall Manor (Trump Vineyard) 
site. 

b. Updated the Martha Jefferson repeater to a new Yaesu Fusion machine 
without losing the remote base function  (444.250) 

c. Updated the three VHF repeater controllers to the newest 
hardware/software from Arcom. 

d. Identified and resolved the long-standing noise issue at Marshall Manor as 
a grounding issue. 

e. After learning the Marshall Manor site will be converted to grape 
production early in 2017, we have begun planning for possible alternative 
sites. 

6. Assisted multiple, local hams and their families with disposal of equipment. 
7. The Antenna Team assisted 6 members with antenna projects 
8. Emergency Call-ups 

a. Provided emergency coverage for 5 local fire stations when fiber-optic 
cable was cut during construction. 

b. Participated in Simulated Emergency Test(s) 
9. Had some great, informative, fun lectures at our meetings. 
 

Michael KA4JJD Chair of the Awards Committee, introduced and thanked the other 
members of the Committee: Dave K4DND, Bill AD6JV, Bob K4DU, and ex officio 
members, Ed N3US and Larry K4JZQ. 



 
Ed N3US presented Certificates of Appreciation to members of the community who 
provided support and partnership to the club during the year. Mr. Hansen and Mrs. 
Sidebottom were in attendance. 

Allison Farole: For steadfast support of Amateur Radio and the AARC by 
permitting our use of the ECC during several public service events 
Kirby Felts: For steadfast support of Amateur Radio and the AARC 
Thomas Hansen: For steadfast support of Amateur Radio and the AARC 
Marjorie Sidebottom: For steadfast support of Amateur Radio and the AARC, in 
particular for her advocacy for W4UVA and the MESH network 
 

Michael KA4JJD announced the development of several new operating awards by the 
AARC. He noted that these represented the “triumph of hope over experience” since 
operating awards were rarely sought. He reminded the Club that two years ago, Larry 
K4JZQ had achieved all of the then extant awards, and no others had been claimed. He 
reminded the club that the awards had been designed to encourage operating my new and 
less experienced amateurs. The new awards are: 

Summits on the Air Award: for operating from 5 summits 
Nova SOTA Award: to a new summiteer for having made one or more SOTA 
contacts 
Nova SOTA Activator Award: to a new summiteer for activating one or more 
summits 
Welcome to the AARC Award: to new members for contacting 5 club members 
by any radio mode 
Eyeball Contact Award: for visiting the shacks of five club members 
New Contester Award: for working first HF contest for two hours 
New DXer Award: for working 5 DX stations 

 
One of the new awards, the Eyeball Contact Award, had already been claimed, by, to no 
one’s surprise, Larry K4JZQ. Accepting the award, Larry noted that all of the Club 
awards were relatively easy to obtain, and he hoped that new members would follow his 
lead. 

 
Larry K4JZQ reminded the group that as Vice-President, he was responsible for 
obtaining speakers for Club meetings. He thanked all those who had spoken, some 
volunteering at the last minute, and cited the following outstanding presentations: 
• John H. Porter KK4JP for his August 9 presentation on ARES/RACES 
• Alan Swinger K9MBQ for his July 12 presentation on antennas 
• Robert S. Capon W3DX for his October 11 presentation on Summits on the Air 

 
Dave K4DND, Director for Public Service, noted that he rarely wore a jacket, perhaps 
only once a year. He noted that many of the area’s public service events were actually 
centered in several of our neighboring radio clubs but often involvd our members as well. 
Dave noted that for the four AARC events of 2016 for which the AARC had primary 
responsibility, 24 AARC members provided a total of 504 person-hours.  This 
contribution is valued by ARRL at $19 per person-hour for a total of $9,576.  Each 



person is credited with bringing $300 in personal communications equipment to his or 
her assignment, giving a value of $7,200.  Each repeater used in support of PS is valued 
at $3,000, adding another $9,000 of value to our volunteer effort, for a total value-added 
contribution for 2016 of $25,776. Dave then presented certificates to those participating 
in 2016 AARC Public Service events: Jefferson Cup Bike Races, Jefferson Sprint 
Triathlon, Wisdom Oak Winery Triathlon, Boys and Girls Club Cycling Challenge. This 
year’s participants were: 

Jeff Heavlin K4OLW 4 events 
Rick Thomas N4EFP 4 events 
John Porter KK4JP 4 events 
Mike McPherson KQ9P 4 events 
Ed Berkowitz N3US 3 events 
Larry Eicher K4JZQ 3 events 
Shannon Tevendale KJ4VJR 3 events 
Mike Rein KA4JJD 3 events 
Dan Landi KD2GTF 2 events 
Bill Pond N0WP 2 events 
Patrice Porter KM4RSL 2 events 
Elmer Scott KF4UCI 2 events 
Jon Scott KJ4RPW 2 events 
Greg Faust N4PGS 2 events 
Lenny Vincent N4LXP 2 events 
Stan Hazen K2SSB 2 events 
Jim Owen K4CGY 1 event 
Donna Jordan KG4FOL 1 event 
Dayton Haugh AA4DH 1 event 
Rick Shannon KJ4ZIH 1 event 
Gordon Winn WW4GW 1 event 
Bill Phillips AD6JV 1 event 
Linda Uihlein KM4JIO 1 event 
 

Dave K4DND then presented the Hein Hvatum Award. This award honors former AARC 
member Hein Hvatum, a great friend, mentor, and Elmer, and a staunch organizer and 
supporter of public service. Hein supervised the construction of the NRAO’s Very Large 
Array, for which he developed computing, antenna design, and electronics. He was also 
project manager for the Very Long Baseline Array. Hein died of cancer on May 22, 2008. 
The awardee is selected by the Director for Public Service and is not awarded every year. 
The 2016 Hvatum Award was presented to Stan Hazen K2SSB. Vigorous applause 
ensued. 
 
Larry K4JZQ discussed our highly successful Field Day exercises, which were once 
again held at the Emergency Control Center. He noted that we have been given 
permission to operate from that site once again nest year. Despite relatively poor band 
conditions the AARC, operating as W4DO, we came in at 8th place and finished ahead of 
85% of all 55 3F entries, those operating in direct connection with an Emergency 



Communication Center. Had we operated as 3A in competition with many more stations 
(286 in 2016), we would have ranked ahead of only 70%. Larry hoped that with a larger 
turnout of operators, we might finish first next year. He presented the following special 
awards: 

Bob Romanko AK4BR for oustanding enthusiasm and for making many contacts 
Bob Pattison K4DU for stewarding the Midnight Shift 
Mike Gilmore K8RVR Associate Dawn Patrol Award 
Patsy Crosby K4PMC for chairing the Picnic Committee 
Dave Damon K4DND for providing power 
Mike McPherson KQ9P for setting up all of the computers 
Jim Owen K4CGY for providing rigs and antennas 
Jim Crosby K4JEC for serving as Safety Officer 
Mike Richardson KJ4MFN for providing literal support by obtaining the tables 

 
Larry K4JZQ then thanked several local companies that had provided commercial 
support for the exercises 

ABC Extinguishers for providing fire extinguishers 
Cavalier Septic Service for providing portable toilets  
Rosemary Postle of Panera Bread for donating outstanding and abundant food 
 

Ed N3US (and his lovely assistant KA4JJD) presented the Special Service Awards, 
recognizing those members of the AARC who had gone beyond their “job descriptions” 
and had provided, through consistent effort, outstanding benefit to the Club. 

Mentoring Award: Mike McPherson KQ9P for organizing Tech Tour and running 
digital mentoring sessions 
Mentoring Award: John R. (Rick) Oliver W3KDR for outreach to young people at 
Maker Faires and Scouting Events 
Club Promotion Award: Paul M. McKee AK4OH for developing new approaches 
to publicity 
Emergency Service Award: John H. Porter KK4JP for outstanding stewardship of 
AARC emergency communications 
Repeater Maintenance Award: Bill Pond N0WP for exceptional dedication to 
excellence in UHF/VHF radio 
Thank You Award: To Dave Damon K4DND for generous use of his repeater 
Thank You Award: To Elmer Scott KF4UCI for generous use of his repeater 
VE Award: Mark Gorlinsky WA1A For steadfastly generating and upgrading new 
amateurs through his service as Liaison to the ARRL/VE 
 

Michael KA4JJD presented an Elmering Award to Dave Damon K4DND. 
 
Michael KA4JJD then presented a series of awards that, he alleged, did not fall into any 
of the regular categories. These were: 

St. Patrick Award: William Pond N0WP for getting rid of snakes in the repeater 
shacks 
Mouse Fighter Award: William Pond N0WP for getting rid of mice in the repeater 



shack 
Baptism of Fire Award: Jerry Stenger K8OG for joining ARES and immediately 
serving an 18 hour call-up 
Expeditionary Award: Herman Moore KK4RZP for traveling the furthest (NC) to 
attend the dinner 
Herding Cats Award: Mike McPherson KQW9P for serving as net control for PS 
events 
Input and Output Award: Larry R. Eicher K4JZQ for obtaining food and portapotties 
for Field Day 
Financial Institution Award: Don Eason N4UVA for serving as Treasurer for many, 
many years and not absquatulating with our money 
Al Fresco Award: Larry R. Eicher K4JZQ for running FD more than once 
Early Bird Special Award: John Porter KK4JP for attempting to move NPEN to 1900 
hrs 
Audiophile Award: Joe Giovanelli W2PVY for best comments on people’s signals 
Very Old Man Award: Stan Hazen K2SSB for stewardship of QCWA 
Paleoanthropology Award: James Wilson K4BAV for dressing up in 1850s costumes 
and demonstrating Morse at many events, contributing to interest and attendance 
Making a Mesh Award: Mike McPherson KQ9P for setting up a MESH network 
Local Economy Award: Robert Pattison K4DU for organizing the Panera Breakfasts 
Excessive PUNishment Award: Joe Giovanelli W2PVY for obvious reasons 
XYL of the Year: Pat Berkowitz for putting up with Ed 
Loyal Sidekick Award: Jeffrey L Heavlin K4OLW for doing all that stuff with N0WP 
Utility Outfielder Award: John Porter KK4JP for filling in on many things when 
necessary 
Great 8 Award: Larry R. Eicher K4JZQ for stewardship of highly successful 2016 
Field Day that came in eighth out of 55 3F Field Day Stations 
Not in the Witness Protection Program Award: Edward Berkowitz N3US for being 
interviewed by two TV stations 

 
Bob K4DU presented a surprised Michael KA4JJD with the new AARC Nikola Tesla 
Award recognizing the unrecognized and thanking members for performing thankless 
tasks” for his stewardship of the Awards Committee. Bob noted that the award did not 
include an actual Tesla automobile. 
 
Ed N3US presented the major wards of the evening: 

The President’s Award, honoring exceptional contributions and value to the President 
of the AARC to Larry Eicher K4JZQ 
The Ham of the Year award, honoring exceptional and sustained contributions and 
outstanding service to the Albemarle Amateur Radio Club to John Porter KK4JP 
 

Mike KQ9P, Chair of the Nominating Committee reminded the group that no 
nominations had yet been received for President, Vice-President, or Secretary for 2017. 
Muttering ensued. 
 



President Ed N3US presented brief closing remarks, but everyone had eaten a lot, and 
there was an open bar, so yadda, yadda, yadda. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michael (with input from the rest of the Committee) 
KA4JJD 


