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 Discuss traditional beacons 

 

 Introduce the Reverse Beacon Network 

 

 Discuss how you can set up your own 
“Skimmer” Station! 



 Northern Calif. DX Foundation 

 Beacon Network Established 1979 

 Have you ever used one? 

 How does the system work: 
 18 Stations 

 10 seconds each 

 100 watts, 10 w, 1 w, 0.1 w 

 Vertical antenna 

 Synchronized 

 What can you do with it? 















 Originated and operated by PY1NB: Launched in 2008 
 

 Uses any decoded CW signal as a beacon 
 

 Multiple Skimmers world-wide decode your callsign, sending 
speed and S/N ratio 
 

 An “Aggregator” program forwards Skimmer spots to a central 
server 
 

 Central server distributes spots via www.reversebeacon.net, 
and public telnet servers 

 
 100+ Skimmers online at any one time. 

 
Source: “An Introduction to the RBN, Dave Duskin, NE5S” 



 To see station spots 

 For antenna testing 

 To learn about propagation 

 To see worldwide propagation conditions at a 
glance, band by band 

 To be spotted: eg, for Summits on the Air 









 Created by F5VIH/SV3SJ 

 

 Select a date, a “reverse beacon” station, and 
calls to compare. 

 

 The tool will produce graphs showing 
comparative results for up to 10 stations at a 
given location, over time. 

Source: “The RBN and You, Pete Smith N4ZR 





Source: “The RBN and You, Pete Smith N4ZR 



Source: “The RBN and You, Pete Smith N4ZR 



 Inexpensive program that takes RBN feed and 
does a bunch of really cool stuff! 



Source: “The RBN and You, Pete Smith N4ZR 





 Post an Alert in Advance: eg SOTA 

 Call CQ 

 Skimmers will pick you up rapidly 

 Change frequency by 2 KHz, and Skimmers 
will pick you up again 

 Filter programs monitor the RBN feed and post 
Alert Stations to SOTAWatch 

 Way of getting spotted without access to SMS 
messages or Internet (e.g. in the Mountains) 









Source: “CW Skimmers, DX Cluster, and the Reverse Beacon 
Network” by N6TV 



Source: “CW Skimmers, DX Cluster, and the Reverse Beacon 
Network” by N6TV 



 Softrock Lite II: $21 

 

 Existing Antenna: Free 

 

 CW Skimmer Server Software: $75 







 Turns your $21 Softrock into a receiver and skimmer station! 

 

 Software developed by VE3NEA 

 

 Works with many SDRs 

 

 Decodes multiple CW signals in real time 

 

 Can monitor an entire CW band 

 

 Waterfall Display 

 

 Uses MASTER.DTA 

 

 Telnet Server (emulates a DX Cluster) 





 RBN web site – http://reversebeacon.net 

 •RBN blog – http://reversebeacon.blogspot.com 

 •Tutorial - http://reversebeacon.blogspot.com/2013/12/a-new-
tutorial-on-using-rbn.html 

 •Download of Aggregator – on the RBN web site 

 •More on ViewProp - http://zl2ham.wikispaces.com/ 

 •Download Viewprop – 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/viewprop/info(files 
section) 

 •ARCluster filters – 
http://ab5k.net/ArcDocsVer6/UserManual/ArcCmdSummary.h
tm 

 •CCUser - http://www.bcdxc.org/ve7cc/default.htm#prog 

 •Mailing lists: 

 •skimmertalk@contesting.com 

 •viewprop@yahoogroups.com 

 •RBN-OPS@yahoogroups.com 
Source: “The RBN and You, Pete Smith N4ZR 


