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"Ham Radio with Altitude" 



Summits on the Air 
ÅHow did it start? 

ÅWhat is it? 

ÅHow do I participate? 

ÅCan I get any awards? 

ÅHow do I start activating 

and what equipment 

should I use? 
 

 

 



ñFor as long as there has been 

radio, amateurs (hams) have 

taken their stations to the tops of 

hillsò 

ñItôs perhaps a little surprising 

then that no formal program for 

activating summits existed until 

March 2002!ò  



How did SOTA start? 

ÅOriginal idea of John, G3WGV and Richard, G3CWI 

ÅLaunched on March 2nd 2002 

ÅWeb based applications 

ïHosted transactional PostgreSQL database   

ïMore than 5 million QSOôs in the SOTA Database 

ïMore than 8,800 registered users worldwide 

ïSophisticated web portal/reflector  

ïAlerting, spotting, forum, etc. 

ïRegional SOTA reflectors ï NA SOTA on Yahoo 

ï51 DXCC countries and over 73,500 peaks in the SOTA 
database and ...growing fast!! 

ïOver 33,000 qualified SOTA summits in North America! 

 



Something for Everyone! 



What is SOTA? 

 ñSummits on the Air (SOTA) is an award program for radio 

amateurs and shortwave listeners that encourages portable 

operation in mountainous areas. SOTA has been carefully 

designed to make participation possible for everyone.  

 

Itôs NOT just for mountaineers!! 

 

There are awards for activators (those who ascend to the 

summits) and chasers (who either operate from home, a local 

hilltop or are even Activators on other summits).ò  From 

www.sota.org.uk  

 

   Meditation on emergency preparedness.  

 

  

 



General SOTA Principles 

Å  One set of generic rules for everyone 

Å  DX entities form one or more ñAssociationsò 

   USA and Canada are exceptions  

Å  Associations maintain a list of summits 

Å  SOTA scoring is based on the elevation of the peak 

Å  Activators, Chasers & SWLs are participants 

Å  Various awards, Honor Rolls, etc.  

Å  Totally web-based administration 

Å  Patterned after IOTA, Islands on the Air 



 When is a peak not a SOTA peak? 

ÅA qualified SOTA peak is when: 

ïProminence is greater than 500 ft (150m) from 

surrounding peaks 

ÅPeak qualification rules: 

ïVertical separation concept (500ô prominence) 

ÅPrivate property with permission only 

ÅRespect for Native American and Government 

properties 

 



Prominence Definition 
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SOTA Scoring 

ÅBased on ASL elevation of a qualified peak 

ïVaries by Association 

ïMay include a ñseasonal winter bonusò for activators 

ïSame points awarded for Chasers and SWLs 

ÅScoring example for W7I ï Idaho: 

Under 5000ô   1 point (241 peaks) 

5000ô to <6000ô  2 points (248 peaks) 

6000ô to <7500ô  4 points (599 peaks) 

7500ô to <9500ô  6 points (916 peaks) 

9500ô to <11000ô  8 points (382 peaks) 

11000ô +   10 points (75 peaks) 

               Virginia: 4000 feet = 10 points 

 

 



Participation Roles 

Each group scores ñpointsò for their 

participation.  Points then total for 

awards. 

Activators:  

those who  

ñactivateò a peak 

Chasers: those who 

chase the activator 

Short Wave Listeners: 

those who can  

confirm a qso 


