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SILENT KEYS

ALBERT “AL” RANDALL Jr., KA2KBX,
joined the ranks of Silent Keys on October 14, 1994, at Martha Jefferson Hospital, following several years’ illness with|
emphysema. Al was an active member of the Cherryville Repeater Association in Hunterdon County, New Jersey. Al had|
recently returned to some repeater activity following a period of inactivity. Al and Ruth, KD4IGU, lived at Blue Ridge Shores|
near Louisa. They moved from New Jersey to this region of Virginia a few years ago. Al was a member of the Albemarle]
Amateur Radio Club.

ROBERT E. BROWN, WA4AW],
became a Silent Key in early June, 1994. Bob had been a components engineer and sales representive for GE in Lynchburg. He|
later worked as a components engineer for Comdial . Bob was a former member of the Albemarle Amateur Radio Club. He|
lived in Shipman, Virginia.

CLUB BUSINESS The Nomination Committee presented the following slate:
AARC Regular Meeting Minutes-OCTOBER 11,1994, OFFICERS
- N o nf the Ta resident; LeRoy Sutter ~ WA4MHP
Greg, N4PGS, opened the meeting. The Minutes of the st viet it soni. Rick Bomman  KOMG

meeting were approvedas printed and amendedin the last two Secretary Joe Fritz KD4RWX
newsletters. Treasurer. Sharon Duvall  KO40C
Chuck Mills, WB4QKT, was elected as the newest
member of the AARC. DIRECTORS
Bob Blodinger, W4NPX, presented a discussion of  Bill Hariu N47ZB Bob Lindsay WB2MVA
some digital modes. Due to pressing Club business his talk was  Brian Fox KEAHIA Dick Noel KD4KWE
cut short. It will be continued at a later meeting. Elwood Shrader - KB4DIN Gerald Nauman KN4FM
Steve Clements  KD4HBX
Gene Bossieux, WAIWW, voted LIFE MEMBER Additional Director nominations were made from the floor:
Wil Seay KJ4XzZ Joe Giovanelli W2PVY
Ron Richey, K4RKA, read the following preamble and )
motion: Those elected by paper ballot are presented in the box below.
Gene Bossicux, W4IWW, was onc of the founding
members of the A]l?emurlc Amateur Rzm»iu Club (ca AARC ELECTION RESULTS
1964), was a trustee for approximately the first 20 years 1995 Officers and Directors
of the Club’s existence and served as the de facto technical President: LeRoy Sutter WA4MHP
director for most of this time. As such we believe he Vice President: Rick Berman K04wQ
deserves the honor of LIFE MEMBER cven though he Secretary: Joe Fritz KD4RWX
recently moved from Charloutesville. He was recently Treasurer: Sharon Duvall  K040C
voted in as an Honorary Member, but we think, in view Director: Brian Fox —  KE4HIA
of his long service 10 the AARC that Life Membership is 3!'“:“’“ Joe }‘{""_V“"””' :”,",VY
more appropriate; and we so_move that Gene Bossieux D::::::’: ?Il:alﬂ“\f: K:ﬁél\}{
. ctor: Gera 4 h
WA4IWW, be honored with LIFE MEMBERSHIP in the ree : Soman ;
- Director: Elwood Shrader KB4DJN
Albemarle Amateur Radio Club with all the rights and
" IR
privileges thereof. A AR AAAARANRS
NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING

Submitted this eleventh day of October in the year of our " Tuesday November 8, 1994 7:30 p.m.
Lord nineteen hundred and ninety four.
Program Topic: Radio Direction Finding
/ss/ Ron Richey, K4RKA /ss/ Nancy Richcy, WB4RBW Presenter: LeRoy Sutter, WA4MHP

The motion passed unanimously. ¢ National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NARO)
Edgemont Road on the UVA campus
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The Treasurer’s Report was presented and approved. It and other
reports will be published in the November newsletter.
Ron, K4RKA, distributed copies of some proposed Bylaw
changes. {They are printed in this issue.}
The meeting was adjourned
Respectfully submitted: Joe (KD4RWX), Secretary
Committee Reports to follow.

NOVEMBER 1994

ALBEMARLE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB,
ITREASURER’S REPORT

\January 1, 1994 - October 11, 1994

| Treasurer: Sharon Duvall, KO40C

1994 - INCOME

1994 - EXPENSES

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT SUB-TOTAL TOTALS |DESCRIPTION AMOUNT  SUB-TOTAL TOTALS
Income: Dues Expenses: Equipment Purchased

Dues: 1994 1643.50 Repeater related 1371.50

[Dues: 1995 Prepaid 60.00 [Packet related 336.03

Total Income: Dues Total Expenses: Equipment
$1707.53
Income: Miscellaneous Expenses: Miscellaneous
Raffles 64.00 Postage and Pub. costs 593.77
I T-Shirt sales 36.00 (Telephone 525.94
ARRL Renewals by members 22.00 Equipment Insurance 136.62
Directories 20.00 Meeting Refreshments 122.00
Sale of old Books: Picnic Shelter 50.00
Now You're Talking 20.00 Va. State Corporation Fee  25.00
Name badges 00 SERA Membership 20.00
Total Income: Miscellaneous Total Expenses: Miscellaneous
$166.00 $1473.33
Income: Donations Expenses: Special Projects
Sale of Surplus Material 1606.21 | T-Shirts for resale 199.23
Repeater 546.38 WA4UPI Library Project  120.00
packet 375.00
cash 20.00
(QSL card sales donation 6.00

Total Income: Donations

Total Expenses: Special Projects

TOTAL INCOME TO DATE

TOTAL EXPENSES TO DATE $3500.09

1994 GAIN OR LOSS TO DATE $923

1993 Balance Brought Forward (1-1-94) $2071.18

CURRENT BALANCE $2994.18




TIN Albemarle Al

Awards Committee Report
By Joseph D. Fritz, KD4RWX, Chairman of Awards
Committee

The Awards Committee sponsors six Operational Awards: Four
HF awards and Two VHF/UHF awards. The two VHF/UHF
awards were more recently introduced and no applications have
thus far been received. Ten applicants have been presented HF

perati ifi from the i of the program
September, 1993. A total of thirty-three (33) certificates have
been issued. All have been reported in the AARC Bulletin.

Several persons were awarded certificates for participation in
public service events. The certificates for the last three previous
years were issued during this year. Those were reported in a
Club Bulletin. Additional certificates and plaques will be issued
based on the cumulative totals for the last four years at the
‘Winter Dinner meeting.

Publications Committee Report
Joseph D. Fritz, KDARWX

The P C i is currently a monthly
newsletter and an annual Directory. As of the end of March of
1994, Joe (KD4RWX) assumed the responsibilities,
relinquished by Melissa (KD4GRM) and Ed (KC4YLX), for the
production of both. Some changes were brought about by new
management. In the beginning we were mailing about 213
newsletters. The reason for the high number was that Bulk Mail
regulations required a minimum of 200 pieces. We continued
that practice for a few months. It was felt, based upon analysis
of data, that a First Class mailing to members and designated
individuals to receive complimentary copies (Mostly related to
public service, classes, and ARRL individuals) would result in a
more rational distribution of the newsletters even though fewer
newsletters would be distributed. We currently mail the
newsletters using First Class mail rather than Bulk mail. We
mail to paid members, designated public service personnel,
Novice/Tech class members, and selected ARRL persons.

We currently produce about 160 newsletters (134 members -{26
other members share copies as family members and do not
receivea separate mailing}), 9 public service persons, 9 class
members, and extras for requested copies.

The task of putting out the Directory was assumed by Joe
(KD4RWX) who took the existing database information and
searched two other databasesto compile the final list of Hams
to include. Completely new formatting procedures were
developed, previously included information was expanded, and
the document was readied for print. The Dircctory was finally
published shortly before Field Day. We had a one year hiatus
(1993) when the Directory was not published. Currently the
database is in good shape and we can look forward 10 a timely
publication of the 1995 Directory. Plans arc being made to

- V]
confirm members’ information in order to more likely have
their data correct.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT
By Sam Gentry, NAWJQ,
Chairman of the Technical Committee

The Technical Committee had several major accomplishments
during this year.

The following is a summary of those accomplishments:

1. Relocate and upgrade the WA4TFZ PBBS. The club PBBS
was relocated to N4PGS's house and the computer was upgraded
to a 40 MHZ 80386. The software was converted to FBB.
This change has been very successful and almost everyone
reports better access to the PBBS.

2. Improve power distribution and battery on Carters Mountain.
The DC power distribution to the various repeaters and
digipeaters on Carters Mountain was changedto a large power
cable and distribution block. This change was made possible
through a substantial donation of equipment by the Crutchfield
Corporation. We now have very flexible number 4 wire feeding
a gold plated distribution block. This block feedseach piece of
equipment with flexible number 8 wire. Each branch of the
distribution is fused. The DC power for this distribution
arrangement is supplied by an Astron power supply and a 240
amp-hour battery purchased from Central Battery. We should be
able to keep the entire system on the air for many hours
without AC power.

3. Improvement to the 146.76 repeater. We reviewed the
transmitting and receiving equipment available for our two 2
meter repeaters.  We decided that we were not taking full

d of the ies of this equi A new S-cam
7K controller was ordered and installed with the Hamtronics
receiver, transmitter and power amplifier that had been intended
to refurbish 146.925. This repeater has been installed on
Carters Mountain.

4. Improvement to the 146.925 repeater. One of our S-com 5K
controllers, the Icom repeater receiver/transmitter and a 450mhz
control receiver has been assembled and tested for service on
146.925. This repeater has been installed in a test location.

5. MACHO is off the air. After many months of faithful
service the 145.03 digipeater gave up and had to be taken down
for service. With a litle attention from Bud (KB4JNI) this
equipment should be back in service soon.

6. APRS digipeateron 145.79. With the rising interest in
APRS we used some existing equipment to place a digipeater
on Carters Mountain on 145.79.

3-
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7. New antennaon 220/2 meters. We learned from experience
that when the large 450/2 meter antenna needs Lo be taken down
for repair our primary repeateris reduced in capability. We were
forcedto use a much lower 2 meter antenna to keep the repeater
operational. We decided to replace the 220 antenna on the tower
with a 220/2 Meter antenna. Currently this antenna s in use as
the APRS digipeater antenna, but if we have any trouble with
the 146.76 antenna or feed line we can casily change to this new
antenna. Sam, N4W]JQ

Veeps Corner

We had, I thought, a really interesting mecting on
October 11th. Bob, W4NPX, gave a fascinating talk on,
PACTOR, PACTOR 2, GTOR, CLOVER andother forms of
digital communication. Unfortunately we ran out of time and he
couldn't finish, but he will be back in February or March to
finish up. A lot of what he was talking about was over my head
but it gives you a good idea of the different systems out there,
their good points and drawbacks. I look forward o the rest of
his talk.

A number of proposed changes to the ByLaws were
introduced which will need to be analyzed and discussed and
voted on in the future (November). If anyone needs a copy of
these proposed changes please get in touch with Ron,K4RKA
or Joe, KDARWX. For those of you who werenot there, we had
election of officers for the coming year. I imagine your editor,
Joe, KDARWX, will list those elsewhere in this newsletter.

A number of public scrvice events coming up, the first
of which will be over by the time you get this newsletter. A
horse event in western Albemarle which sounds very
interesting. [ am writing this the day before that event, and it is
raining like crazy. I hope the rain ends before tomorrow.
Another one coming up on November Sth at Montpelier, a
steeplechase which should be a lot of fun. Contact Hein,
N4FWA, if you are interested.

We have noticeda drop in attendance for the Wednesday
night, no name Net, at 8 p.m. on the 76 repeater. We hope that
that was just a temporary thing. We rotate net control and can
talk about almost anything that anyone wants to discuss. That
is why one of the suggested names for the net is the Q and A
net. Please feel freeto stop by on Wednesdaysat 8 p.m. and get

involved. 1 guess that is about it for this
month...73..Rick...KO4WQ
ITEMS FOR SALE and WANTED

Due to the printing of the proposed Bylaws
changes and the Committee Reports which
are included in this issue, there was not
enough room for the Sale and Wanted items.
Check the Thursday night net or the WA4TFZ
PBBS for the items. Thanks.....Editor (jdf)

C()VCERNING REPEATER PRACTICES

A couple of recentoccurrences on the 146.76 repeater started|
me thinking about repeater practices and emergency procedures.,
[The more I thought about it. the more I felt that I should write|
something. By now everyone who is a regular user of 146.76
knows that we have a restricted emergency autopatch. It is|
restricted to three numbers 911* for the local 911 center, 918*
to call the State Police 800 number and 919* for test purposes.
'We have used these numbers fairly frequently in the last few,
months. About 50 calls 10 911 have been made. Some of
these calls were VERY REAL EMERGENCY situations.
Generally automobile accidents with people injured. All of]
them are IMPORTANT.

We have only had a little trouble making these calls.
Generally the trouble has been difficulty getting control of the|
repeater. If the repeater is in use when the emergency arises thel
person attempting the 911 call must wait until control of the
repeateris passing from one user to another o BREAK thel
conversation. This is where the problem starts... If repeater|
users talk fora long time without dropping the signal into thel
repeater or if the next user jumps the courtesy tone withoul|
listening for a breaking station then the emergency traffic can
not get through.

Please, ALL REPEATER USE!
1. Don't hold the repeater longer than necessary to say what you
want (o say

Don't drop the repeater just long crough to reset the timeout
timer without listening for a breaking station.

™

3. When your turn comes to talk, don't jump the courtesy tone.
Wait until you hear the tone and maybe even a little longer.

4. When you hear the BREAK, EMERGENCY, or|
BREAK BREAK let the repeatergo IMMEDIATELY.
Don't waste time telling the world what is happening,|
planning where 1o go to get out of the way, or commenting|
on the sitation. JUST DROP OUT!

You may think that I am being picky. After all what is g
few minutes? Well, try to explain to a frightened parent why
you are sitting there in your car listening 1o a conversation|
instead of calling for help for his injured child. A few minutes
feels like hours, I have been there.

One more thing: I recommend that we NOT use
BREAK for any purpose other than emergency|
traffic.

If you want to join the conversation just give your call

If you want 10 _use the repeaterto make a call say CALL|

PLEASE.

All of us should examine our repeater operating practices|
from time to time. Do we monopolize the repeater for long|
periods of time? Do we stretch the timeout period to the limit
on cvery "over” and occasionally even timeout the repeater? Do
we fail o listen for BREAKING stations during the wait for the|

courtesy one? ......... Sam, N4WJQ




TIN Albemarle Amateur R:

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES
On this page and the next you will find the proposed changes to the AARC ByLaws. These were presented at the October]
meeting and W1 BE ac! n_at the November meeting. The following information describes how to interpret the|
information provided. THOSE ARTICLES NOT BEING PROPOSED FOR MODIFICATION HAVE BEEN OMITTED.|
[FORMATTING HAS BEEN CHANGED TO CONSERVE SPACE. FOOTNOTES HAVE BEEN PROVIDED BY THE
EDITOR TO ASSIST INTERPRETATION.) ltalics represents current text of bylaws. Strike-outs-are-proposed-to-be-strickerr]
Proposed additions/changes are in Bold type.

BY-LAWS OF THE ALBEMARLE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

ARTICLE Il Membership
Section 1: Eligibility.
Any person having a bona fide interest in Amateur Radio is eligible for membership by submitting, in writing to the Secretary,a
requestto join the Club and by agreeingto adhereto the Club's bylaws. The written request shall be submitted to the Secretary and
voted upon by the members at the next regular meeting. A person so elected shall be declareda member of the Club upon payment
of the Anmuat-wes forthefirstyear appropriate dues.'

Section 2: Types of Membership.
Full Member: A Full Member is any member holding an Amateur Radio License of any class.
Associate Member:An Associate Member is any member not holding a valid Amateur Radio License.

Funior-Member—A—FuniorMemberis-any-memberunderrighteentH$years of-age-and-is-the-otdest persomnin—the
otdingan-Amatenr-Radio-ticenseof-anychass—A—funiorMemberisnot entitted-to—hotd Clab-office—but-is-entitted-to—vote-ad
make-mottons—A~funior-Membershatt-be-cxemp TpayTE TS

Honorary Member: A person, nettherafutt-MemtrerorAssoctate Member—tmat-who—tstons worthyof ipcanbe
ctected-to-becomean-Honorary Hemt poTthe of afutt-orAssoctate- Member—and-by-amajority vote-ata

regutarmeeting—ttonorarymembershiptanteonferred not a regular member, who has performed a meritorious
service in behalf of Amateur Radio or the Albemarle Amateur Radio Club or is deemed to be eli

some other reason may be proposed to become an Honorary Member.” An Honorary Member is not entitled to
vote, totdoffrce—be a member of the Board,' or make motions. An lonoraryMember shall be exempt from paying dues.
Any member proposing someone for Honorary membership shall submit the name of the person and the
ip i g to a member of the Board. The Board shall then review the
n to assure that the person meets the qualifi ns, and if determined to be appropriate, submit
ion at the next regular Club meeting. An affirmative vote by a majority of those present is
required for acceptance.’

Life ‘porrthes Fome-memtrer —seconded-ty-another memberand- by a-threefourthsvote-
Lxﬂ: ‘\/14 mbership canbe conferredupon a Full Member who has renderednotable service to the Club

or Amateur Radio and ha been a continuous Full Member for a minimum of cxgm years or has a total of ten

years as a Full or Associate Member. A Life Member shall frve-mome—ofthe , i the-Ciatr—mr

"Technical perfection

*This membership category is removed and the concept is incorporated into the dues structure in order to equate
Minor members without discrimination at any level- privileges and dues.

* Substitution for previously stricken material

“ Technical perfection: The Board includes all Officers

°Redefines procedures for nomination.

* Strikes nominating and voting procedures (to be redefined by inserted material. Strikes timing of vote at the
Annual Meeting.
7 Defines membership time qualifications

o
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shati® be entitled to all of the privileges of a Full Member, and shall be exempt from paying dues.’ Any member
proposing another Member for Life membership shall submit the name of the person and the justification
for such membership in writing to a member of the Board. The Board shall review the application to
assure that the person meets the qual ions for such membership, and if determined to be appropriate,
submit the application at the next regular Club meeting. An affirmative vote by a three quarters majority
of those present is required for acceptance.”

Section 3: Termination of Membership.

Any member desiring to resign from the Club shall submit his resignationin writing to the Secretary, who shall presentit to the
Executive Committee for action. Any member whose Amateur activity is regarded to be detrimental to the Club
or the Amateur Radio fraternity may have his membership terminated by a three-fourths majority vote at
any club meeting in which a quorum is present. Allegations of misconduct shall be presented in writing,
signed by the complainant detailing the misconduct, to a member of the Board. The Board shall review
the allegations and give the accused member an opportunity to refute the findings. The Board, should
they deem the allegations valid, shall present the details and their recommendation to the members at a
regular Club meeting."

ARTICLE VI Dues

The annual dues shall be fifteenrdottarst$#57 ten dollars ($10)7, assessedof” eachFull and Associate Member—exceptimcases

wheretwoormore members-brtong to-the—same tnwhichcaseone

i dottars—(§157
and-eactr T remherTs vdfivedottarst$57. An iti five dollars ($5) will cover the
membership dues of all other adult members (eighteen years or older) in the same household."

Membership dues are waived for members who are not yet eighteen years old on January first of the
membership year.

Dues are payable in advanceon or before Januaryfirst of eachyear. The Treasurer shall notify members one month in arrears, and
those whose dues are not paid within two months thereafter shall be automatically droppedfrom membership in the Club.
Members joining after July first may-shall'® pay one-half of the annual dues

.

Anyone who is unable to actively participate in the Club because of distance or health may receive the
Club’s newsletter and Directory for an annual subscription fee which shall be established by the Board.”

® Technical perfection: removes unnecessary statements

°Inserts nodues procedure

'*Redefines nomination procedure; restates voting requirements.

"' Removal procedure of members for reasons..

'? Proposed dues change

'*Technical Perfection

'* Redefines family membership dues structure

'S Incorporates the intent and meaning of the Junior Membership and extends it to all Minors. This corrects the
restricted membership the previous Junior Member had and equates it to “junior members who were members under
the Family membership procedure

'® Technical perfection

7 Technical Perfection..we can't make them pay dues and dues required on January 1, previously stated

'® Provides for nonmembers to suscribe to Newsletter and Directory.

-6-






