n

.

)\ A A R C Bullet
APRIL 1994

Send articles for the AARC Bulletin to:
the Editor, Melissa Lang - KD4AGRM or Co-editor, Ed Lang - KCAYLX.
DEADLINE for the May issue is April 15, 1994
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EDITOR'S COMMENT

Ahhhhhh, now we're
thing! The "official"
Spring has come. April is known for the "showers"
it brings. We've had plenty of cold precipitation here this
winter, so at least the showers we're receiving now should
be warm ones, awakening the plants in the ground and
warming the trees for their new growth to start.

Just as the trees and plants have "slept" through winter, some
of us have been "sleeping," doing very little with our Ham
abilities. This is a great time to renew and refresh our Ham
growth. The Club is also becoming renewed and refreshed
with new members and new activities, strengthening the Club's
vitality. We have the new hardware which has improved the
146.76 repeater, and work continues to make it even better.
Then, there is the revitalizing of the 146.925 repeater with the
old .76 equipment. Work is also being done to improve the
220 repeater and the change in the PBBS is "flowering" packet
with fresh excitement.

As spring and better weather advance into summer, we will
see many beautiful things come into “"bloom" that will
strengthen our area Hams' ability to keep communication on
track in the Charlottesville Community. Don't forget those
community events that are stirring. There are the activities
happening that Hams can participate in to help communication
at the bike races, marathons, triathlons, etc., which are held to
help our community.

So much renewal and growth. If you find that you have been
one of those "sleepy" Hams, come join us. Begin or Renew
your membership with the Albemarle Amateur Radio Club and
bring your ideas and enthusiasms so that our Club continues
its growth and renewal in our community.

Molissa Lang - KD4GRM

CALLING ALL HAMSY!

You may have missed, as we did, the "Behind the Call" and
"Key Down" articles this month. Unfortunately, no one sent
anything in for these to columns and so we had nothing to
print. Please contact Joe Fritz, KD4RWX, with your
information for "Behind the Call" and Melissa, KDAGRM, or
Ed Lang, KC4YLX, with your "Key Down" issues. Thanks
for your support!!

PACKET
RACKET
The WA4TFZ PBBS has recently
changed its 145.01 port
to 145.61. This change has been made
to allow users in the
valley to gain access to our bulletin
board via WA4BLD-2. This change will
not affect any users in the Charlottesville
area since they usually connect on 145.03 directly or via
MACHO. Since the last Bulletin, the callbook feature has
been reinstalled on the board and can be accessed by
either doing a "CB callsign" or going through the servers by
using the "F" command. As always, if you have questions or
comments, about the PBBS, please send a note to me.

Ed Lang - KCAYLX

The T-Hunt for April will be held on Sunday, April 17th.
[The start time will be 1:30 p.m.
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envelope and explore new things. People not just interested
in making communications work, but in what they can DO
with it.

‘Diversity' is the buzz word of corporate America in the 90's.
It means taking all the different ideas and attitudes that
make us unique and using those differences to generate
new and better ideas. We must welcome the newcomers,
have patience with them, listen to their ideas and in the
finest tradition of Ham Radio, give them the fellowship,
helpfulness and cooperation needed to help them grow. In
doing so, the hobby will grow.

Ham Radio isn't dead, not as long as we all work together
and lead the changes, instead of letting the changes lead
us.

Greg Faust - NAFWA

PUBLIC EVENTS 1994

MSW1

Multiple Sclerosis Walk. Sunday 10 April 1994, 1400 EDT.
Walk in Charlottesville, Start and finish at the
Omni Hotel.

DIM1

March of Dimes. Sunday 24 April 1994, 1400 EDT.
Walk in Charlottesville, almost the same route as
MSW1. Startand finish at the Omni Hotel.

Additional events that seem to happen annually are a
triathlon, a biathlon, a diabetes walk, and one or two
emergency exercises.

So be prepared, keep your batteries charged, and stay
tuned.
Hoin Hvatum - N4FWA

Forestry Service, the repeater was moved to the Carter's
Mountain location. Our Club was the first non-government
group ever allowed on a Virginia State Forest lookout tower.
The success of our installation opened the door for several
other repeater groups across the state. Soon the growth of
repeater stations dictated a change of the Charlottesville
repeater to a "band plan" pair of 146.28/146.88 which was
rapidly gaining popularity as the second most popular
frequency pair. This was later changed to 146.16/146.76,

i g. By 1972, 11 Virginia repeater
stations were listed in the ARRL Repeater Directory.

The increased activity of this type of station caused the FCC
to establish a special category for stations designed
specifically to repeat signals on a single frequency band.
Charlottesville obtained the call WR4ADV which was
changed around 1976 to WR4ATL due to a change of
trustee. Another change by the FCC and the merger of the
Charlottesville Emergency Amateur Repeater Society with
the Albemarle Amateur Radio Club, resulted in a call change
to WA4TFZ/R under which we are still operating.

Meanwhile the fun of playing with remotely operated stations
resulted in a repeater on 444.25in/449.25 out with remote
base capabilities on 52.525 simplex. This station was put
on the air in about 1977 and operated with the call
WRA4AYG from WA4FZV's QTH. The need for a 220MHz or
higher control receiver on the 2 meter repeater spurred the
development of a complete UHF repeater on the mountain
which was put into operation in June 1980 with the
input/output frequencies reversed to conform the "southem"
band plan. The loss of the remote base capability resulted
ina second 2 meter repeater and remote base located in
the AARC Club Room at the City Courthouse. This repeater
operated with an input of 146.325 and an output of 146.925
with remote base capability on 52.525. It was put into
operation in December, 1981 with master control from a
telephone line interface. Remote base operation was
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