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Novice ticket (KD4RWX) which was issued on August 11,
1992. He later upgraded to Technician. Joe has engaged in
various aspects of the hobby. During the first year he worked
about 130 countries and all 50 states (all on 10 meters phone).
He has participated in several public service activities, Field
Day, emergency drills, and the AA4TJ Special Event.
Designing certificates and QSL cards are also areas which
interest him. The best part of the adventure into Amateur
Radio has been the associations established with area Hams.
The original goals have been exceeded. Perhaps the more
important aspect is that a new Ham has the opportunity to talk
and learn from the many, far more experienced, Hams in the
area. They have had so many interesting experiences to share.

Joe recently retired from teaching- an action related to
Lorma’s death. He spends his time with radio activities as well
as completing work on family genealogies which were begun
about 6 years ago. Not unimportant in his life are David’s,
Debra’s, and Lorma’s families. He has three grandchildren:
Katie, Sarah, and Ryan Fritz. They are David’s children.

For Joe, the adventure with Amateur Radio has just begun.

Happy Birthday
wishes to: Ned
Hamilton,
ABGFI,
December 23

The other day I came
across some old photo-
graphs. Among them
was a picture of my
shack when I was a 12
year old SWL. When I
think about my Ama-
teur career I can see
that I have learned alot
along the way. The
AARC has come a
long way the past few
years as well.

Five years ago when
1 accepted the Club’s
invitation to serve as
Presid I wanted to

two things. I wanted the
Club to work to increase the number of active licensed
amateurs in the area and to encourage young people to join our
great hobby.

We have accomplished many things together these past five
years. We moved from the basement of the Court House to the
ZW>O >E_:c=E= established new repeaters on 440 and 220,

classes and blished strong ties with
local officials. Skywarn and Mobile Watch are active growing
programs. The AARC has achieved Special Services Club
status with the ARRL. Today, I conclude that we have made
good progress in many areas, but we still have much work to
do.

We must continue our recruiting efforts and we must invest
time in the active recruitment of young boys and girls into the
hobby. As a club, we must actively plan for the future. We
have been blessed with a repeater site on Carter Mountain,
thanks largely to the efforts of WG4T, WB4TOT and others,
but we should not assume that blessing will last forever. We
should prepare for a day in the future when that site may no
longer be available to us. We must be in control of our own
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BEHIND THE CALL

QRA....KD4RWX

Joseph Donald Fritz, son of William (Bill) Fritz and Zena
Cox Fritz, was born in Paragould, Arkansas on April 6, 1938.
He was their first son and third child. His preadult years were
spent in small or rural communities. First, he lived in
Imboden, Arkansas, and later in Bucoda and Senath, Missouri.
His parents were merchants and farm owners. Joe graduated
from Senath High School in 1956. Within two months he
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. His training station was at Parks
AFB, California. He was next assigned to Kessler AFB,
Mississippi, for training in electronics. Following electronics
school, he was assigned to Forbes AFB, Kansas, at Topeka.
His job was to repair the Electronic Counter Measures (ECM)
equipment in the RB-47-H reconnaissance aircraft. During the
three years at Forbes, he was assigned to temporary duty at
two detachments overseas. One was Brize Norton AFB in

England and the other was at Incirlick AFB near Adana, .

Turkey.

VEEP'S

NWNT0D

Well, this is my last column as your Vice-President. I kinda
feel like Miss America taking her final walk down the
runway...hihi. Seriously though, I would like to thank all of
you for allowing me to serve you. There are a number of
people who deserve my special thanks for giving me lots of
advice and counsel over the year, but to list them all here
would require another page and a half. Suffice it to say that
you know who you are and I tip my hat to you. I am pretty
proud of what WE accomplished over the last year, and I look
forward with much anticipation to 1994. I am writing this
from my ‘‘makeshift shack’’ on the other side of the hill. This
has been a very busy, but very eventful, week for me,
personally, and sort of bittersweet when I realize my year is
almost over. I fully support our new Board of Directors and
hope everyone will work with them as well as you worked
with me. See, ED, I told you I'd make the deadline...hihi.
Thank you all for making 1993 a GREAT year.

KC4TQF - Bill

@  Editor’s Note: Watch for Bill’s “Over the Hill”” column in
upcoming AARC Bulletins...
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