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7 NOTES FROM THE 5
PRESIDENT'S DESK

Hamfesting is part of the joy of Amateur Radio. Living here
in Charlottesville, we are within comfortable driving distance
of a number of hamfests. For most of us, the year begins with
the Richmond Frostfest. This event, now held at the
Showplace on Mechanicsville Pike, has grown over the years.
You will find a good-sized indoor flea market, commercial
exhibits and forums. Vienna holds a Winterfest in February;
Manassas a large get together at the Prince William
Fairgrounds in June and there is also the State Convention at
Virginia Beach in September. May is the Roanoke/Salem
Hamfest and Lynchburg holds a swapfest in July. If you don't
rind a slightly longer drive, you will find the best hamfest food

<he Berryville Hamfest north of Winchester.

The "Mother of All Hamfests" is, of course, the Dayton
Hamvention. Dayton is simply something that you have to see
to believe. The Dayton Amateur Radio Association held its
first Hamvention in 1952. At that time DARA had 75
members. The Club allocated $100 for the project, the
committee raffled a 12" TV for additional funds. They had 600
attendees, 7 exhibitors and 6 forums at the first Hamvention
and the rest is history.

What is it like at Dayton? Imagine an indoor exhibit area
that would combine U-Hall, the Cage, Fashion Square and
Albemarle Square. The flea market would fill up the parking
lots associated with all of these structures. Then fill those
areas with half of the population of Charlottesville.

This year more than 35,000 people attended the Dayton
Hamvention. Hams come from all over the world to this
annual event. Stu, KCOPR likens it to a pilgrimage to Ham
radio’s Mecca, a Hadji.

There were more than 4000 stalls in the flea market this
year, and more than 600 commercial exhibitors inside the
DARA Arena. Exhibiting are virtually all of the manufacturers
and most of the organizations within Amateur Radio - ARRL,

AMSAT, QCWA, MARS, QRP-International, etc. If you want
to see it, try it, or talk to the people who engineered it, go to
Dayton. Everything is there including new products that are
often unveiled at Dayton.

The flea market opens on Friday at 8:00 AM. | am
convinced that | saw several items in the flea market that you
just won't find in the K4RKA/WB4RBW basement. The
hamfest runs from Friday through Sunday. There are many
other "Unofficial" activities as well. The Frankford Radio Club
hosts a hospitality suite at the downtown Stouffers, QCWA
sponsors a banquet Friday evening, just to name a few.

Dayton opens its arms to Amateur Radio each year. It is
the largest single convention in Dayton, Ohio. If you don't
have a hotel room reserved by January 15th you may well
have to stay in Columbus, Cincinnati or Indianapolis if you
plan to go.

My first Dayton Hamvention was in 1980. This year | had
the great fortune to share the experience with my oldest son,
Shawn, KD4AWXY. It was a real joy to walk the flea market
with him and share the experience that is Dayton. Next year's
Dayton Hamvention will be April 29, 30th and May 1, 1994.
Shawn has already told me that he wants to go back. | hope
you can join us!

73 de KM4DU
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AARC Treasurer’s report as of May 5, 1993

Repeater $1792.75
220 Rpt 490.00
Packet 153.39
Link 464.37
Bank Bal. $4975.53.

Largest disbursement since last report: $416.97 for
printing and postage. At present we have 131 paid members,
of which 34 are family members. WAA4UPI
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AARC AWARTS

OPERATIONAL AWARDS:

The purpose of these awards is not to compete with the
ARRL, CRRL, or any or the other radio bureaus which offer
awards. It is a program designed for the local community and
for the AARC and its membership, but not limited to that
membership.

WLS Award - (Worked Lotsa States) This award is for
confirmed contacts with at least 18 of the 50 U.S. States.
Contact may be any mode, any band. Contacts must be made
from within 25 air miles from the licensed station location. No
mobile contacts.

- This award is issued to those individuals
who work stations in all 10 U.S. call areas. Contacts must be
made from within 25 air miles of the licensed station location.
Contacts may be any band, any mode. No mobile contacts.
Confirmation required.

All-American Award - This award is issued to any individual
who works at least 1 station in Canada, the U.S. (but not your
own state), Mexico, Central America (no Caribbean contacts),
and South America. Contacts may be any band, any mode.
No mobile contacts.

- This award is presented to
any individual who successfully works all states which border
Canada, Mexico, the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and the Gulf
of Mexico. Required states are ME, VT, NH, MA, RI, CT, NY,
NJ, DE, MD, VA, NC, SC, GA, FL, AL, MS, LA, TX, NM, AZ,
CA, OR, WA, ID, MT, ND, & MN. Confirmation required.
Contacts may be any band, any mode. No mobile contacts.

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS:

These awards denote special achievement in the area of
service to the club, the community, and/or amateur radio.
These awards are nominated by the club membership and
decided upon by the Awards Committee and the Board of
Directors, unless otherwise specified. These awards are
presented at the annual dinner meeting, unless noted
differently.

Life Membership - This is awarded to the individual who has
demonstrated a very high degree of dedication to amateur
radio and the club. Those so honored shall have full
membership for the life of the individual. He/she shall have a!
rights and privileg by full ip, but she
not have any financial obligations insofar as dues are
concerned. This award need not be awarded every year. A
majority of the Board of Directors shall decide on the slate of
nominees, if any, put forth by the membership and shall make
any award This award is p during the
annual dinner meeting.

- This award goes to the individual
who, through dedication and hard work, exemplifies the best
of what an amateur radio operator should be. The recipient is
nominated by the membership and selected by the Awards
Committee and the Board of Directors. This award is
presented during the annual dinner meeting.

The President's Award - This award is determined and
presented by the club president. He/she may present this
award if he/she feels a particular individual is deserving of
special recognition. This award is solely the domain of the
club president. this award may be presented at any meeting
or club function.

The Public Service Award - This award is presented to thor
individuals who participate in a specific number of public o/
community service related activities which the club participates
in either as the AARC, or as the local chapter of ARES or
RACES. Examples would be bike races, triathalons,
walkathons, NOAA disaster drills, 911 Emergency
Preparedness drills, etc. Each event will count as 1 point. 10
points are necessary to obtain the basic certificate. For each
additional 10 events, up to 40, the original award will be
upgraded with a seal or sticker. Upon reaching 50 events, a
plaque will be awarded and bars added for each additional 50
events. You need not apply for this award as a database is
being created and all event participants will automatically be
entered. Please note that you must work the event, simply
showing up just in case you are needed will not qualify you to
earn points toward this award unless so stipulated by the
event coordinator or public service committee chairman. This
award is presented at the annual dinner meeting.

The Elmer Certificate - This is awarded to any individual who
is nominated by a new ham. This certificate is the official
"Thank You" for helping the new ham get a good start in our
hobby. This award is presented at the annual dinner meetir
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EDUCATION
REPORT

As another Novice/Technician class draws to an end, it's
time for the Education Committee to sit back and review our
results. Bill, KC4TQF, and | tried a few new ideas this time
around. The semester was extended from 11 weeks to 14
weeks, allowing 3 additional class sessions for
"experimentation”. In one of the additional classes, a seminar
entitled, "Discover the World of Amateur Radio," was offered
to our students, complete with presentations by 3 guest
speakers. Ed Lang, KC4YLX, gave his usual, well polished
introductory lecture on the topic of satellite communications.
Judging by the apparent interest of the audience, I'll bet Ed will
be having a few more guest operators at that new shack of
his. Next up was Hein Hvatum, N4FWA, speaking about
packet radio, fully prepared with his battery powered packet
station! This hands-on demonstration evoked more than a
casual interest by the class including a young student named
Bethany Jessen who was very intrigued by it all. Wrapping up
-2 evening was a presentation by Sharon Duvall, KO40C, on
. < joys of contesting. I'm sure Sharon’s attractive display of
QSL cards and special event certificates helped to create
some new "paper chasers" that night. Hats off to Ed, Hein,
and Sharon for a job well done. In addition to the seminar, two
evenings were dedicated to ham radio laboratory sessions,
where a complete station was assembled and put on the air
with full class The modes of included
HF, CW, and RTTY. Weeks in advance, an invitation was
extended to each student to have his or her first CW contact
on laboratory night. What could be more soothing than to
have that first "white knuckle" experience under the watchful
eye of the kind instructors, right? Wrong! Judging by the
anxiety level as the class responded to our offer, we
determined a more sneaky approach was in order. On the
evening of the first lab session, the class was told | was
unexpectedly detained at work and that Bill would be running
the session alone that night. Once the HF station was fully

Bill a student send a

"practice” CQ in CW on an apparently dead 10 meter band.
Who could possibly respond to a CQ on 10 meters at 7:30 pm
these days? Well, one brave sole gave it a try. After the CQ
s sent, the class expected to hear nothing, but to their
surprise, back came a response. "l think the call is W...A...
2..M..F..I-=hey, that's Bob!!" Well it turns out | wasn't
detained at work at all. | was parked less than a mile away
with my mobile 10 meter rig. Pretty sneaky eh? Maybe so,

but it got the first student on the air. After the ice was broken,
most everyone gave it a try. Mission accomplished. As of this
writing, eight of our students have successfully completed the
requirements for their Novice license and many upgrades to
Te ician w/code are atthe ing VE session.
Due to the impending FCC regulation, this will most probably
be our last chance as instructors to administer and grade the
test elements required for the Novice ticket, outside an official
VE session. It has been a privilege to test students in our
relatively "stress free" classroom and it will be missed.

73, Bob WA2MFI
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VEEP’S CORNER

Well, the special event came and
went and | think | can truthfully say that
it was a complete success. We
contacted 46 states and 17 countries. Our contact total was
507 contacts made and we had a total of 28 operators.
However, more importantly, we all got the chance to spend
time with people we just see at meetings and we got a chance
to know each other a bit better. | think that in itself makes this
event a success. | would like to thank the following
individuals, because without you there would have been no
special event station - KC4GPZ, KC4YMQ, W2PVY, KD4ATH,
KD4BZI, KD4BZH, KD4CUA, KC4YLX, KD4GRM, KD4LEF,
KM4DU, KD4WXY, AC4ZQ, KO40C, KQ4MY, NORDQ,
W2HD, W6UZ, WA1CJY, KD4RWX, KD4SOA, KO4WQ,
KQ4MZ, N4PGS, W4AVO, WA2MFI, and new Novice, Gina
Spivey (call pending - KE4???). | would also like to say a
special thank you to - KC4YLX and KD4GRM for their
hospitality during this event and for the use of their shack, -
KD4RWX and KD4SOA for operating the auxiliary stations in
addition to the event station, - "Little Brown Dog Security Co."
of Troy for station security during the event, - and a very
special thank you to Bill Lakatosh, AA4TJ himself, for allowing
us to borrow the perfect call for this event. Hang on to the call,
Bill, we may want to do a 300th birthday bash also....Hi. A
suggestion was made that we may want to do at least 1
special event each year, probably something like the Dogwood
Festival, and others as the need or desire arose. Let me know
what you think.
73, KCATQF
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YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYOYYY
DON'T FORGET: THE JUNE AARC MEETING WILL BE
ON DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALsO THE PICNIC
COMMITTEE WILL REPORT ON THEIR PROGRESS.
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EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY

ARRL members wishing to apply for any of the 10 different
and separately numbered awards in the WAS (WORKED ALL
STATES) or for the VUCC (VHF/UHF Century Club) can have
their cards checked and applications verified locally. John
Gray, W6UZ, has been appointed HF and VHF Awards
Manager for the Albemarle Amateur Radio Club, a Special
Service Club. Details on these awards can be found in the
ARRL OPERATING MANUAL. Application forms are available
from W6UZ when you have accumulated the required
confirmations. Note: This does NOT apply to the HF Award
DXCC (DX Century Club).
weuz

(Virginia Locations only)

June 11 - Culpeper (ARRL-VEC).
ACA4KP (703) 547-3089

Contact Bill Brown,
June 12 - Richmond (ARRL-VEC). Contact Rick Cook,
AB4U (804) 798-5048

June 12 - Alexandria (Laurel VEC). Contact Frank Mackey,
N4GUS (703) 455-1510

June 12 - Harrisonburg (ARRL-VEC). (See note) Contact
Marshal Cooper, N4ZKH (703) 856-8012 (6-9pm)

Note: The Massanutten ARA (Harrisonburg) states that
they give exams on the second Saturday in all even

months.

EVERY 2nd SUNDAY - Bedford (ARRL-VEC). Contact Bob
Treacy, W2QZY (703) 297-5351

LAST TUES OF MO. - Danville (WS5YI-VEC). Contact
WBA4CCT (804) 793-0772

[Above information taken from Autocall and SERA Journaf]
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P N AN EMERGENCY

Handhelds, popularly called "Handie- Talkles (HTs) (which
is really a title by a ) are
one of the "handiest" (no play on words!) pieces of equipment
we Hams have these days. They have come a long, long way
from the "bricks" we once used: Those "bricks" were truly the
size of a brick and almost twice as heavy. They featured a
great big single channel crystal-controlled frequency. Oh,
some were lucky and had a whole two channels! (Still crystal-
controlled, however.) The rigid wire anlenna, more often a

ible whip, was an eye-pok

Today, we have the modern handheld radio with its many
features which include a bunch of memories, selectable tone
access, DTMF, high efficiency, and battery-saving to name a
few. However, one change has taken place which was really
a step backward in you writer's opinion, even though it was a
safety feature. That is the rubber-duck antenna. Single-band
or multi-band, the rubber-duck is still the antenna in popular
use. Well, it should be, too. It's handy (there’s that word
again!) and allows you to clip the rig to your belt withc
putting a hole in your lungs or stomach! But... and that should
be a big BUT...should we use them all the time?

The answer is when you are running about at a Hamfest or
other place where the eye-poker-outer feature would be
dangerous, the rubber-duck antenna is ideal. However, a few
weeks ago, we had several power outages in various areas of
the Charlottesville vicinity and many folks were checking in
from their homes with the HT and, oh yes, that rubber-duck,
too. Many of the signals from these HTs were weak, scratchy,
or even non-existent.

Friends, here is the point of this little article. Why not put
up an indoor antenna somewhere in your house with a short
piece of RG-58u. Many of you may recall when Bud, KB4JNI,
gave us a talk on a collinear antenna which you could fold up
and put in your pocket. It could be hung from a curtain rod or
anything in the home and would provide gain. Ground plane
antennas can be built from a PL-259 chassis connector and
some 19" pieces of wire for two meters and much shorter
lengths for our 444.250 repeater. A vertical dipole can h~
made from a connector and two pieces of wire for the qua.
wave ends. It, too, can be hung from a door or some other
support.



There are many ways to make your 1 to 2 watt HT put a
better signal into our repeater. You might even go back to that
rigid wire or collapsible vertical. How about trying it?

7" de W2HD
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Hamfest Calendar
(MD, VA, NC)

June 12 - Winston-Salem Hamfest, Winston Salem, NC
June 20 - Frederick Hamfest, Frederick, MD (not confirmed)

July 25 - BRATS Maryland Hamfest & Computer Fest,
Timonium, MD

Aug. 1 - Shenandoah Valley Hamfest, Berryville, VA
[Above information taken from Autocall and SERA Journal]
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The following information was \\
taken from the publication entitled, /{
The Community ALERT.

ALBEMARLE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB JOINS
MOBILE WATCH NETWORK

After one year of successful operation the Mobile Watch
Program has expanded to include a new group in its crime
observation and reporting network. In February over 40
members of the Albemarle Amateur Radio Club were trained
in emergency communications and are now full-fledged Mobile
Watchers, complete with yellow and black bumper stickers.

Radio club members join over 200 drivers from Adelphia
Cable, Centel and Virginia Power who have been active
"watchers" since March of last year. Callers have logged over
90 calls, about eight per month, to the Emergency Operations
Center, reporting everything from disabled vehicles and

sidents to past break-ins.

The radio operators will add flexibility and additional
coverage to Mobile Watch because they are out on weekends
and after dark when utility vehicles are less likely to be on the

roads.

Please remember that Mobile Watch drivers are trained
observers that can provide assistance and instant
communications in an emergency.

I]K REPEATER NEWS

At the May Meeting of the Albemarle

Amateur Radio Club a motion was passed instructing the

President to convene an Executive Committee to address

of the i garding support of our

repeaters and the use of the 146.76 repeater during peak
drive time.

It is our desire to maintain the open and friendly
personality of the 146.76 machine. Given the nature of the
Charlottesville area we often have visitors to the community
and new Hams that pop up on frequency. We want all who
use the machine to welcome other users and be available to
lend a helping hand.

It is important that people who use the repeater support
the repeater. We recognize that some donations may not
come in a monetary form. Donations can also be in the form
of service. Maintaining three (soon to be four) repeaters
requires effort and expense. It is not the desire of the club to
levy an annual repeater fee. We do, however, urge everyone
who uses the repeaters or packet services to support those
services annually with a donation to the repeater or packet
fund or a contribution of service.

The 146.76 repeater is here for all to use and enjoy.
There are some very important guidelines that we should
observe as follows:

1. The repeater is a common channel that many amateurs
in the community use. If you can accomplish your
communications via simplex then use the repeater as
a calling channel and move to a simplex frequency to
complete your communications.

N

Listen for the courtesy beep and leave ample time for
others who may want to use the repeater to break in by
identifying over the beep. This is very important!
People may have emergency traffic or may want to
make a quick call. If someone breaks in by identifying,
yield the repeater to that party so they can complete
their business.






